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Chapter 1

Introduction

1-1. Authority. Publication and use of this list is
prescribed by Department of Defense Directive 4120.15,
24 November 1971, subject: Designating and Naming
Military Aircraft, Rockets, and Guided Missiles. That
directive assigns responsibility to the Department of the
Air Force for developing, publishing and maintaining, in
coordination with the other military departments: (1)a
Joint Regulation governing the designation and naming
of such equipment, and (2)a single DOD-wide source
document containing approved designations and names.
The Joint Regulation governing the procedures and
responsibilities for this list is AFR 82-1, AR 70-50, and
NAVMATINST 8800.4A.

1-2. Distribution. DOD components will distribute this
list to all operating levels concerned.

1-3. Changes. DOD components will forward
recommended aerospace vehicle changes to the Air
Force primary point of contact as follows:

HQ 4950th Test Wing

Engineering Standards Division (TZD)

Wright-Patterson AFB OH 45433

Phone: Area Code 513 255-6291/2/3

Autovon: 785-6291
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Chapter 2

General Information

2-1. Purpose and Applicability. The purpose of this list
is to provide a DOD source document containing
approvad designations and names of all military aircraft,
rockets, and guided missiles, hereafter referred to as
aerospace vehicles, of the Army, Navy, and Air Force.
The designations are developed in accordance with Joint
Regulation AFR 82-1/AR 70-50/NAVMATINST
8800.4A. The list includes all aerospace vehicles in
departmental accountable inventories as well as those in
the process of entry into such inventories and will be
used in referencing such vehicles. This list is applicable
throughout the Department of Defense.

2-2. Terms Explained:

a. Aircraft. An air vehicle, designed primarily for
flight in the atmosphere, which has incorporated in its
basic design the ability and/or requirement for human
occupancy.

b. Guided Missile. An unmanned, self-propelled
vehicle designed to move in a trajectory or flight path all
or partially above the earth’s surface, and whose
trajectory Or COUTSE, while the vehicle is in motion, is
capable of being controlled remotely or by homing
systems, by inertial, and/or programmed guidance from
within. This term does not include space vehicles, space
launch vehicles (space boosters), or naval torpedoes, but
it does include target and reconnaissance drones.

c. Probe. A nonorbital, instrumented vehicle not
involved in space missions that is used to penetrate the
aerospace environment and transmit or report back
information.

d. Rocket. A self-propelled vehicle without installed
or remote control guidance mechanisms, whose
trajectory or flight path cannot be altered after launch.
Normally, rocket systems designed for line-of-sight
ground fire against ground targets are not inctuded.

e. Vehicle. A rocket or guided missile, as described
herein, including either one used as a probe.

2-3. Aerospace Vehicle Designation ~ System. Al
Department of Defense aerospace vehicles are assigned
designations, often referred to as MDS
(mission-design-series), to conform with the Joint
Regulation (para 1-1). A complete description of the
applicable aerospace vehicle designations is given in the
referenced Joint Regulation. A brief description of these
designations follows:

a. Status Prefix Symbols—Designations for aerospace
vehicles in a usage other than their intended or ultimate
purpose.

b. Modified Mission Symboals. Designations for
aircraft modified beyond their originally intended
capability or with an additional or restricted capability.

¢. Launch Environment Symbol. Designations to
indicate mode of rocket or guided missile launch.

d. Basic Mission and Type Symbols. Designations for
primary function of aircraft.

e. Mission Symbols. Designations of functional or
military purpose of rockets and guided missiles.

f. Vehicle Type Symbols. Designations of class of
vehicle (guided missile, probe or rocket).

g. Design Numbers. Basic identifications of aerospace
vehicles within the same type ot class.

h. Series Symbols. Designations of each new design
of aerospace vehicle within the same type or class.
Additional identifier codes, described in the Joint
Regulation, are used for configuration management and
for logistical and accounting purposes at the discretion
of the military department concerned. Examples of the
aerospace vehicle designation system are shown in the

AEROSPACE VEHICLE DESIGNATION

Aircraft

Status Prefix Symbol (Prototype)

H -

Basic Mission Symbol (Utility Mission)

Y U
— ]

Type Symbol (Helicopter Type)

Design Number (4th Type Helicopter)

Series Letter (2d Series)

following sketch:
4 B

Missile

Status Prefix Symbol (Prototype)

Launch Environment Symbol (Air Launched)

Mission Symbol (Intercept)

Vehicle Type Symbol (Guided Missile)

Design Number (7th Missile)

Series Symbol (6th Version of AIM-7)
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2-4. Points of Contact, Military Departments:

Air Force:
Headquarters, 4950th Test Wing
Engineering Standards Division (TZD)
Wright-Patterson AFB OH 45433
Phone: 513 255-6291, 6292, 6293
Autovon: 785-6291

Army:
Headquarters, Army Materiel Command
Director of Research
Development and Engineering (AMCRD-P)
Washington DC 203135
Phone: 202 2749861
Autovon: 224-9861

DOD 4120.15-L 1 April 1974

Navy:
Naval Air Systems Cormmand
Code 52021F
Washington DC 20360
Phone: 202 692-7645, 7646
Autovon: 222-7645, 7646

(1) The designated Air Force single point of
contact will be the official assignment agency for the
Department of Defense.

(2) The designated Army and Navy single point of
contact will be the official requesting agencies for their
respective departments.
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